
 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

TOWN AND PARISH LIAISON WORKING GROUP  
 
At a meeting of the  Town and Parish Liaison Working Group   held in the 
Committee Room 1, County Hall, Morpeth, NE61 2EF  on  Thursday 1 February 
2018  at  10.00 am 
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Councillor G Roughead 
(in the Chair) 

  
MEMBERS 

 
Cessford T 
 

Wallace R 
 

TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILLORS 
 

Dawson P 
Dunn L 
Graham D 
Hood T 
Potts J 

Price G 
Sambrook A 
Varley A 
Wallace A 
Weir C 
 

OFFICERS 
 
 

Jones P 
Kirsop T 
Little L 
Rose J 
 

Service Director - Local Services  
Community Regeneration Manager 
Democratic Services Officer 
Economic and Inclusion Policy 
Manager 

 
 
 

ALSO PRESENT 
 

Jackson P 
Sanderson HGH 
Anderton M 
Francis D 
Nicholson D 
Woodard D 
 

Leader of the Council 
Cabinet Member 
SLCC 
NALC 
SLCC 
NALC 

 
19. Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for Absence were received from A Barrell, D Ledger, G Paul and  S 
Rickett. 
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20. Notes of Previous Meeting  
 

The notes of the previous meeting held on Thursday 7 September 2017 were 
received.  It was noted that number 13 bullet point 1 on page 2 should read 
...A1 north of Morpeth …. 
 

21. Parish Council Conference Feedback and Action Plan 
 

An action plan arising from the Town and Parish Council (T&PC) Conference 
was circulated with the agenda.  J Rose advised that it was hoped that all 
actions would be completed by the end of the financial year.  It was clarified 
that changes to the management structure at Northumberland County Council 
was still ongoing and that a wider list of contacts would be available for T&PCs 
once this was completed. It was stated that the reporting of the majority of 
problems should continue to be made through the Council’s Contact Centres 
in the first instance.  Topics for joint training should be discussed at this 
Working Group. 
 

22. Update from Environment & Local Services 
 

Councillor G Sanderson, Cabinet Member for Environment and Local Services 
and P Jones, Service Director - Local Services provided an update on a 
number of issues with the following information being noted:- 
 

● T&PC’s were thanked for putting schemes forward for inclusion in the LTP. It 
had been difficult to agree priorities against the limited funds available and 
strict scoring had been used in order to ensure transparency and to carry out 
the repairs which were really needed.  The draft LTP would be presented to 
Local Area Councils (LACs) in February and then finalised. Information this 
year would include feedback on scores to allow T&PCs a better understanding 
of why/why not schemes had/had not been included.   This was welcomed by 
the T&PCs. 

● Due to the severe weather, there had been 8,000 additional potholes reported 
in the last three weeks and repair work would continue as quickly as possible. 
Recurring potholes could be because roads were unstable and £100,000 was 
to be provided to each LAC to identify areas such as these for patches to be 
provided.  Potholes on major roads required a response within 24 hours. The 
cost of providing winter services was likely to be over  £0.5m higher than in 
recent years based on costs incurred to date. 

● More funds had been made available for accident remedial work on highways 
with more being spent on rural roads, with an additional £200,000 to be spent 
on drainage.  The increased spending on drainage was welcomed by T&PCs. 

● Comments had been invited from T&PCs in relating to a car parking study 
which was being undertaken for Hexham, Ashington, Morpeth and Berwick 
where there was a serious shortage of spaces.  Solutions would not be 
imposed on the Towns and more discussions would be undertaken with the 
Town Councils involved before any decisions were taken.  Comments on the 
studies would be welcomed from all T&PCs who were asked to discuss the 
issue at their Council meetings. 
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● Additional funds and a committed resources for verge maintenance had 
allowed verges to be cut in a shorter timescale and had allowed verges on the 
strategic network to be cut again.  Some comments had been received in 
connection with wildflowers in certain areas and dialogue was continuing in 
respect of these areas.  A litter pick of verges would take place in 
February/March prior to the main tourist season with hotspots tackled when 
necessary. Where it was necessary, for safety reasons, for night time road 
closures to allow verge maintenance these would be coordinated with 
Highways. 

● In response to complaints regarding weed control due to inconsistencies with 
sub-contractors, a review had been undertaken and more work would now be 
undertaken in-house to allow greater control.  Best practice in other areas had 
been considered and a light blue non-toxic dye which was visible on hard 
surface areas would be used in the spray to identify treated areas.  

● A new subcontractor had been appointed in respect of the street lighting 
replacement programme and it was now hoped that this would be completed 
by the end of the summer across the County.  Additional officer resources had 
been put in place to deal with front line queries in response to the large 
number of queries/complaints.  Individual issues raised would be dealt with 
outside the meeting. 

● In respect of the administration of T&PC run cemeteries/burial grounds and 
payments being made to such T&PCs, it was confirmed that a review of the 
cost base was being undertaken and information would be shared when 
available.  

● Issues with dog fouling on sports areas/open space areas used by children 
and adults was raised as a problem in some areas.  The Council would work 
with T&PCs and if hotspots were identified Public Protection could attend and 
issue fixed penalty notices.  A pilot scheme of bag dispensers in Newbiggin 
was highlighted.   Dog Control Orders could only be used if a problem above a 
certain threshold was identified and a legal test passed.  The use of fixed 
penalty notices should be publicised more as a deterrent to others, however 
Officers must actually see the dog fouling to be able to issue the notice 
therefore resources must be targeted at a specific area/time/route.  

● Potential local services budget savings for services which could be picked up 
by T&PCs had been included for 2020 to allow discussions between the 
Council and T&PCs.  

 
23. The Council’s Medium Term Financial Plan 
 

Councillor P Jackson, Leader of the Council provided a powerpoint 
presentation on the Council’s Corporate Plan along with the Medium Term 
Financial Plan, a copy of which would be filed with the notes of this meeting. 
 
Information provided and answers to questions included the following 
information:- 
 

● The operating principles of the new Administration highlighting the creation of 
the five Local Area Councils set up to devolve decision making to communities 
and the improvement in dialogue with the T&PCs. 

● Residents should feel safe, valued and part of their community; be able to live 
in distinctive, vibrant places which they valued and were proud of; can easily 
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get to work, to learn and to use the various facilities and services they wish to 
use. 

● The determination of the Administration to improve the educational outcomes 
for all children as this affects life chances and the economy of the whole of 
Northumberland.  He highlighted the opportunity for the creation of an 
Education Challenge - the first outside of London as part of the North of Tyne 
Devolution Deal. 

● The Council helping to create the right conditions for economic growth. 
● The inherited budget position and savings required to be made.  
● The proposed Council Tax increase of 2.99% and gross expenditure by 

service in 2018/2019.  
● The ambitious Capital Programme 2018-2021 and capital investment in 

schools; Newcastle - Northumberland Rail Line; highways; housing; fleet 
improvements; leisure services; County Hall; and car parks. 

● Some services could be better provided locally however individual discussions 
would take place with T&PCs in areas which would be affected.  

● There was major investment committed in Bedlington Town Centre. 
 
24. Parish Council Elections May 2017 
 

A quick review had been undertaken following the Parish Council Elections in 
May 2017.  It was now proposed that a further review be undertaken to 
develop a strategy for the future which would include representatives from 
NALC County Committee and this Working Group.   It was commented that 
difficulties had been encountered due to the Count being held on a Saturday in 
Hexham with all candidates expected to attend at their own expense.    A 
small Working Group would be set up to take the review forward and would be 
the subject of an agenda item at the next meeting. 

 
25. Devolution  Update 
 

J Rose, Economic and Inclusion Policy Manager provided a powerpoint 
presentation on the North of Tyne Devolution (NTCA) (copy attached to the 
notes of this meeting).   The following information was noted as part of the 
presentation and questions:- 
 

● The historic context including the decision of North East Combined Authority 
(NECA) in September not to take the deal forward and discussions with the 
Government following this decision.  

● The statutory process to create the NTCA and the content of the Deal 
including inclusive growth; industrial strategy; housing; digital connectivity and 
smart data; maximising impact of Great Exhibition of the North; NT Rural 
Productivity Plan and Rural Scale up Champion for England. 

● The seven local authorities would still work together in respect of transport 
issues with no franchising powers for the Elected Mayor. 

● The consultation exercise was being carried out across the NECA area. 
● The provisional timetable was outlined with the NTCA expected to be created 

in July 2018 with Mayoral Elections to be held in May 2019. 
● The £20m per annum was specific to the NTCA.  
● NTCA would replicate NECA in terms of how it would be run with back office 

services shared across the three local authorities with the only extra capability 
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provided being a moderate central office.  Education expertise may need to be 
bought in but this would be time restricted.  The Combined Authority would not 
be a precepting authority but the Mayor would be able to set a precept for the 
running of their office but would need a Cabinet decision in order to do this. 

● Scrutiny/Audit would be part of the constitution of the Combined Authority and 
the need for open government was recognised. 

● No decision had yet been made on what the actual Combined Authority would 
be called. 

● The Policy to encourage developers to use brownfield sites would possibly 
mean that there was less profit and therefore potentially no S106 benefit to 
communities, however it was recognised that this would help to prevent 
developers sitting on land. 
 

28. Update from NALC 
 

An email from S Rickitt had been received as he was unable to attend the 
meeting.  This highlighted the following:- 
 

● The Data Protection Bill and the ongoing work to allow clerks to be the data 
protection officer in smaller councils due to cost considerations.  D Francis 
indicated that the government may decide that the Principal Council provide 
data protection for T&PCS. 

● NALC supported the devolution deal but were seeking a local council seat on 
the overview and scrutiny Committee and a letter outlining this proposal had 
been sent as part of the consultation process. 

● Early dialogue should be undertaken in respect of enhancements to services 
which could be provided by T&PCs following cuts to the County Council 
budget. 
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