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Northumberland Association of Local Councils 

County Committee 

17 November 2018 

NALC Chief Officer’s Report 

 

 

Part A: Items for discussions and/or decisions 

A1: Policy Developments 

On 24 July, the Prime Minister announced the establishment of the North 

of Tyne Combined Authority – see below  

A2: North of Tyne Devolution 

The Order has now been made and the first meeting of the new Combined 

Authority is in Morpeth on 8 November. The election for a mayor will be 

on 2 May 2019, with an interim Mayor being appointed in the near future.  

The order is at 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/1133/contents/made 

It is disappointing that our request for a local council seat on the overview 

& scrutiny committee has not been built in to the Order, but I understand 

that the County Council will be pressing our case. 

A3: Borderlands Initiative  

Information on their conference is now available in their post-conference 

newsletter at 

http://www.borderlandsgrowth.com/Portals/0/Documents/newletters/Bor

derlands%20Post-Conference%20Newsletter%20July%202018.pdf 

 

trying to ensure that our Mailchimp list is up-to-date with the details of 
both Chairmen and Clerks. 

 
On 10 October, I circulated a note on Scottish Community Councils, a 

copy is in the appendix. The Committee is asked to confirm that an 

approach should be made to those in Scottish Borders, including a 
possible meeting. 
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A4: Audit 2017/2018 Accounts 

 
The smaller local councils with a turnover below £25k were able to claim 

exemption from the need for a limited assurance review by PKF Littlejohn 
(PKF). My perception is this generally went well although one or two 

councils appeared to have just done what they did in the past, with the 
result they have incurred a charge.  

 
The area of greatest concern was that PKF do not provide a certificate for 

exempt councils. I anticipate a national summary of issues coming out in 
due course.  

 

A5: Meeting with Cumbria and Durham ALCs 
 

I met my counterparts from Cumbria and Durham sent a note around 
before the summer break. Is there any wish for a meeting of Senior 

Members of the three associations?  
 

For ease of reference, my note is in the appendix. 
 

Part B: Items intended for information but updates can be 

provided and/or concerns raised 

B1: Meetings attended and planned, and General Issues  

 The CX of the Northumberland Community Bank 

 Meetings with my Counterparts from Cumbria and Durham 

 The national NALC Legal Dept. in York with my northern 

counterparts  

 SLCC Northumberland Branch Training Day 

 Northumberland Town & Parish Council Conference 

 Healthwatch AGM 

B2: Issues raised by member councils 

These have included 

 Co-option processes 

 Completion of the 2017/2018 Audit – especially for exempt councils 

 Employment Issues 

 Standards 

 

B3 2018 Training Programme 

The training programme is underway, and the table below shows 

attendance  
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 Event Location Date Numbers 

Booked 

Numbers 

Attended 

1 Audit Bardon 

Mill 

12 April 8 7* 

2 Audit Belford 16 April 13 13 

3 Data 

Protection 

Bedlington 

Station 

19 April 9 9 

4 Data 

Protection 

Longhoug

hton 

23 April 15 15 

5 Data 

Protection 

Bardon 

Mill 

25 April 10 10 

6 Audit Bedlington 

Station 

8 May 2 4# 

7 Audit & 

Data 

Protection 

Pegswood 12 May 19 18# 

8 Intro to 

Local 

Councils 

Powburn 11 June 8 8 

9 Intro to 

Local 

Councils 

Bedlington 

Station 

14 June 9 9 

10 Intro to 

Local 

Councils 

Powburn 20 June 6 6 

11 Intro to 

Local 

Councils 

Dinningto

n 

5 July 1 Cancelled 

12 H’ways 

and RoWs 

Wylam 4 Sept 15 14 

13 H’ways 

and RoWs 

Powburn 11 Sept 7 7 

14 H’ways 

and RoWs 

Bedlington 

Station 

17 Sept 9 8 

15 Update Alnwick 23 Oct 1 Cancelled 
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16 Update Newton 

and 

Bywell 

24 Oct 11 9 

17  Update Bedlington 

Station 

28 Nov   

18 CiLCA Morpeth 30 Nov   

19 Finance Morpeth 11 Dec   

 Running 

Totals 

  141 

[132]@ 

1137 

 

 

* Date rearranged and one booking was unable to attend 

 

# One rearranged from Sat 12 May 

 

@ [Total includes cancelled booking] 

 

 

 

B4: Items sent to Member Councils and the County Committee 

 Briefing and Training – 12 September 2018 

 Exempt Councils and External Auditors – 13 & 28 September & 11 

October 2018 

 The draft AGM Minutes – 3 October 2018 

 The County Councils TPLWG – 3 October 2018 

 Vacancies on the County Committee – 11 October 2018 

 CiLCA Workshop – 11 October 2018 

 Northumberland Community Bank – 17 October 2018 

 Possible Allotment Seminar – 18 October 2018 

 Life Expectancy – 24 October 2018 

 PAYE – 24 October 2018 
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B5: Press Reports 

The Local Democracy Reporter has published two pieces in the local press. 

The links are to the reports in one of the papers but variants have 

appeared in most papers 

https://www.northumberlandgazette.co.uk/news/parishes-want-a-voice-

on-the-new-combined-authority-1-9279246 

https://www.northumberlandgazette.co.uk/news/successful-but-busy-

year-for-northumberland-councils-association-1-9310714 

B6: Archives 

On 24 October, Northumberland Archives came to the office and have 

taken material which they consider will be of interest. The papers are 

being collated and will appear in the catalogue in due course. 

Stephen Rickitt 

NALC Chief Officer  

7 November 2018 

 

Appendix – Emails sent 

Meeting 18 Sept 2018 with colleagues and Head of NALC Legal 

Team 

Dear all, 

My counterparts from the northern County Associations and I met Jane 

Moore, the interim head of the national Legal Dept. in York on 18 Sept 

2018. All the northern associations, bar Lancashire, were present. 

Various issues were discussed and I anticipate there will be increasing 

information sharing between the northern associations. 

Key points which emerged 

1: Future of NALC Legal Team 

The long-serving head of the team left in May and Jane wanted to hear 

what the associations would like as legal provision 

 Continuing assistance on individual councils is one of the key 
reasons for the national body although there was a fear that some 
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associations might be putting too many routine queries to the 

lawyers 
 The existing Legal Topic Notes and Briefings should be extended by 

providing templates and details of steps Councils should take. The 
recent GDPR pack was welcomed. 

 Jane is looking at how employment advice can be enhanced. 
 There was discussion about the merits of a national planning 

adviser. The feeling emerged that planning policies vary so much 
between local planning authorities that a national adviser would 

struggle to give any more than a general overview. 

 

2: Legal Newsletter 

Jane is keen to start a legal newsletter. It was felt that adding legal info 

as one of the final items on the CX’s weekly bulletin leads to issues being 

missed and thus a specific emailed newsletter was welcome. Colleagues 

were of a view that this should be as-and-when there is information to 

provide. 

3: Ledbury 

The Ledbury Town Council judgment was the subject of comment and I 

will be drafting a separate note. 

4: The Information Commissioner’s Office 

Members of the ICO are happy to come out to speak to county 

associations. Is this something you would like me to progress? 

5: Public Sector Websites 

Jane will be producing a briefing on some new regulations which require 

public bodies to ensure that websites are accessible. Although the 

regulations come into force this month, the application to existing 

websites is delayed to 2020. 

It’s similar to the existing equalities legislation requiring “reasonable 

adjustments” where available resources is a key factor. 

6: National Financial Advice 

There is general unease about the capacity of the national adviser to 

provide advice for specific enquiries. I was given the name of a contact 

who at least one county association are using at a very modest charge. I 

shall follow this up before bringing some information to the County 

Committee. 
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7: Powers 

The national NALC’s position is evolving following discussions with counsel 

on a specific case. The General Power of Competence is seen now as 

providing greater opportunities than might have been the previous view. 

Trading Companies is an example. 

Conclusion 

A really useful day and unfortunately other commitments meant I had to 

leave a little early.  

Stephen 

Scottish Community Councils – 10 October 2018 

Dear all, 

I was recently asked to do a short note for the County Committee on the 

Community Councils in Scotland. 

1: Background 

They are a formal tier of local government in Scotland where the upper-

tier councils are all unitary authorities.  

The process for the formation of new Councils seems similar to England, 

in that they are formed by the unitary council. 

The following is from a Good Practice Guide published by the Scottish 

Government 

Community Councils are groups of people who give time to, and have a genuine 

interest in, the well-being of their community. They meet, usually once a month, and 

their chief role is representative; to consult the local community and to make known 

to the local authority and other public bodies the views of local people on all matters 

affecting them.  

The local authority, in return, has a duty to consult community councils on how local 

services are delivered and other issues affecting their neighbourhoods. Community 

councils have the right to be consulted on any planning applications in their areas 

and are also kept informed about licensing applications.  

Community councils were introduced through the Local Government (Scotland) Act 

1973. The Act defined the purpose of a community council as:   

 "to ascertain, co-ordinate and express to the Local Authorities for its area and to 

public authorities the views of the community which it represents, in relation to 

matters for which those authorities are responsible."  
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Looking through the guide, one key difference is funding. The Scottish 

Community Councils do not have precepting powers but are reliant on a 

grant from their unitary authority for their core expenditure. Some unitary 

authorities provide assistance-in-kind (for example provision of 

accommodation or websites). 

Another key difference seems to be elections. Section 5 of the guide says 

this can be by a show of hands at a public meeting, by secret ballot, by 

postal ballot or by a combination of those methods.  

The Guide is available via https://beta.gov.scot/publications/local-

authorities-and-community-councils-good-practice-guidance/ 

2: Associations 

There seem to be two national Associations for Scottish Community 

Councils 

http://www.communitycouncils.scot/ 

http://ascc.org.uk/ 

Areas then have their own associations which I assume are our equivalent 

From a brief look at the COSLA website ( http://www.cosla.gov.uk/ ), 

their equivalent of the LGA, it appears that COSLA do not have 

Community Council Members. 

3: Making Connections 

The Northumberland / Scotland Border is entirely with Scottish Borders 

Council and I suggest that the County Committee discuss how best to 

develop links, especially with the Borderlands Growth Initiative. 

I shall do some further low key research in advance of the Committee. 

If any Member of the County Committee can assist by pointing me in the 

right direction please, I would be very grateful. 
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