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Northumberland Association of Local Councils 

Meeting of the County Committee at 10.15 am on Saturday 18 November 2019 

at the Storey Park Community Centre, Morpeth 

 

Present: 

Councillors Barrell, Bewley, Bowlas, Cuthbert, De Simone, Dunn, Francis, Hillan, Hood, 

Hughes, Hull, Parkes, Potts, Rook, Sambrook, Tebbutt, Thurgood, Wakeling, Wallace 

(Chairman in the Chair) and Wood  

Mr D Woodard (President) 

Mrs M Anderton 

SE Rickitt (NALC Chief Officer) 

1: Welcome, apologies for absence and declarations of interest 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  

Apologies were noted from Cllrs Gillanders, Hogg & Varley and Ms Turner. 

The Chairman had been delighted to attend Hexham Town Council to present the 

inaugural award for the Newcastle & Northumberland Local Council of the Year. He had 

been unable to attend the presentation to Blakelaw & North Fenham Community Council 

where the Chief Officer had made the presentation. 

2: Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen  
  
Councillor Wallace was elected as Chairman for the forthcoming year, and Councillors 

Barrell, Hood, Potts and Wood were elected as Vice-Chairmen for the same term.   

  
3: Committee Membership and Appointments 

The following co-options were agreed 

Cllr Council Substitute for Constituency 

David Bewley Amble TC  Ian Parkes Amble 
 

 

4: Minutes of the 14 September 2019 meeting 

4.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record and signed by 

the Chairman. 
 

4.2 The survey on perceptions of crime is an outstanding item as there had been 
discussion at the County Council’s Town & Parish Liaison Working Group. The draft 

survey has been sent to the County Council’s Public Protection Team for their input into 

the questions – Action SER  
 

4.3 The Chief Officer will be convening the working group to look at the membership of 

the Committee - Action SER 
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4.4 Over the next few months, the Chief Officer will be researching the issues raised 

regarding s106 Planning Obligations and how to best engage with bus operators and 
perhaps consider other forms of public transport. Members agreed with the Mayor’s 

comments at the AGM regarding the need for through-ticketing. Action SER 

 
5: Minutes of the AGM held on 28 September 2019 

 

5.1 The Committee noted the draft minutes and that the working group would be 
reporting to a future meeting of the Committee. [see items 4.3 and 4.4 above] 

 
5.2 It was suggested that Northumbria Police be asked to provide the principal speaker 

at the 2020 AGM. Action SER [See also item 9.3 below] 

 
6: Financial Issues  
 
The Committee noted and adopted the financial summary. [A copy is attached to the 
signed minutes] The meeting was informed that only three Councils had not yet paid 

their 2019/2020 subscriptions.  Action SER to chase up 

 
7: NALC Chief Officer’s Report 

 
7.1 The NALC Chief Officer’s Report was adopted subject to the following issues. [A copy 

is attached to the signed minutes] 

 
7.2 Members reported on the arrangements for the General Election. Northumberland 

will be using Blyth Sports Centre and the counting venue for all four constituencies. 
There are enhanced security arrangements and anyone wishing to attend either the 

Newcastle or Northumberland counts is advised to contact their elections team at the 

earliest opportunity 
 

7.3 Local Democracy Week had been held recently. Some Member Councils had 

participated in the events and it was agreed to see if more Councils could be encouraged 
to engage in 2020. The Chief Officer will contact the City and County Councils who 

currently lead on this. Action SER 
 

7.4 Attention was drawn to the publication of the Parliamentary Select Committee’s 

report on Pavement Parking. Committee Members agreed there are real difficulties for 
users of the pavement but on the other hand, most of our communities do not have the 

facilities to cope with the number of vehicles, particularly outside the relatively few and 
larger settlements with varying degrees of public transport. 

 

8: Newcastle Issues  
 

8.1 The Committee remain concerned about the likely effect of the air quality measures 
and asked this be followed up. Links to the consultation should go into the next Update 

for Member Councils. Action SER 

 
8.2 The Committee were grateful that Cllr Rook had drawn attention to the on-going 

work preparing for improvements to the A1 Western Bypass 

 
9: Northumberland Issues  

 
9.1 It was reported that the County Council’s Standards Committee had been advised 

that complaints against Local Council Members had dropped from previous years. The 

Chief Officer will request details for circulation to the Committee. Action SER  
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9.2 Many Councillors had attended the County Council’s Conference on 3 October 2019 
and the Town & Parish Liaison Working Group on 31 October 2019. Presentations and 

discussions at both events had been appreciated. [See also item 4.2 above] 
 

9.3 There was a general discussion about the engagement with Northumbria Police and 

the County Council regarding anti-social behaviour in communities. It was clear from 
comments that some areas had good working arrangements with their local officers, but 

this was not so in other parts of our area. The County Council has agreed to consider 

extending its “single point of contact” scheme to Local Councils. Members agreed that a 
meeting should be sought with the Police. Action SER 

 
10: County Committee’s Member Issues  
  
Cllr Rook suggested that the Committee might wish to work with CPRE and the Tyne & 
Wear Public Transport Users Group regarding public transport. The Committee were 

happy to endorse this proposal. Action SER [See also item 4.4 above] 
 
 

11: National ALC issues  
 
11.1 Cllr Barrell had attended the national NALC’s conference on behalf of Choppington 

Parish Council hand had kindly shared her report with the Committee. Cllr Francis and 
the Chief Officer had attended on behalf of the Committee and had also provided a 

report. [Copies of both reports are attached to the signed minutes] 

 
11.2 The Chairman and Cllr Francis drew attention to the Chief Officer’s candidature for 

a place on the national Smaller Councils Committee in his capacity as the clerk to Meldon 
Parish Council, and that he appears to be the only candidate from Northern England. 

Eligible Members Councils were invited to consider voting in the election. 

 
 

12: Any other urgent business  

 
None, at noted above 
  
15: Date of next meeting  

 

This was noted as 18 January 2020 at the usual start-time of 10.15 am.   
 

• 21 March 2020  
• 6 June 2020  

• 5 September 2020  

• 26 September 2020 – AGM  
• 14 November 2020  

 
The Committee noted the proposed closure of the Storey Park Community Centre in 

2020 and wished to thank Morpeth Town Council for allowing the Committee to meet 

there without charge. The Chief Officer was authorised to make approaches to the 
County Council about the venue for future meetings. 

 

The meeting closed at noon 
 

  
Confirmed as a true record  
 and signed by the Chairman……………………… Date………………..     
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