
 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

TOWN AND PARISH LIAISON WORKING GROUP  
 
At a meeting of the Town and Parish Liaison Working Group held in Committee 
Room 1, County Hall, Morpeth, NE61 2EF on Wednesday 19 June 2019 at 10.30 
am 
 

PRESENT 
 

Councillor W Pattison 
(in the Chair) 

  
MEMBERS 

 
Cessford T 
Simpson E 
 

Wallace R 
 

TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILLORS 
 

Barrell A 
Best N 
Cuthbert C 
Dunn L 
Hood T 
Hughes D 

Potts J 
Sambrook A 
Thompson A 
Vaughan P 
Wallace A 
Weir C 
 

ALSO PRESENT 
 

Sanderson HGH 
Dodd R 
 
Alderton M 
Nicholson D 
Rickett, S 
 

Cabinet Member 
Business Leader 
 
SLCC 
SLCC 
NALC 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Johnston P 
Jones P 
Kirsop T 
Little L 

Executive Director of Place 
Service Director - Local Services 
Community Regeneration Manager 
Democratic Services Officer 

 
1. Chair’s Introduction 
 

Councillor Pattison introduced herself as the new Chair of the Working Group 
with everyone present also introducing themselves.   The Chair advised that 
she had been a former Parish and Town Clerk and recognised and thanked 
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both NALC and SLCC for the help and support they provide especially to the 
more rural areas. 

 
2. Membership and Terms of Reference 
 

The membership and terms of reference as had been agreed by Council at the 
meeting on 1 May 2019 were noted. 

 
3. Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from D Francis, F Thurgood and M 
Wood. 
 

4. Notes of Previous Meeting  
 

The notes of the meeting held on Friday 1 February 2019 were noted as a true 
record with bullet point 3 on page 3 amended to read … and the replacement 
of cattle grids …..  

 
5. Local Services Update 

 
Councillor Sanderson, Cabinet Member for Environment and Local Services 
provided information as follows:- 
 
● It had been agreed by Cabinet that a Climate Change Emergency be 

declared by the Council with a commitment to reduce the County’s carbon 
footprint by 50% by 2025 and to work with the Government to become 
carbon neutral by 2030.   A working group had been set up, chaired by 
Councillor Sanderson, involving Council Officers and representatives from 
Friends of the Earth, the Environment Agency and Climate Action 
Northumberland.  It was hoped that an action plan would be in place in 6 
months. 

● As part of the Parks Improvement Programme works had been undertaken 
in a number of parks throughout the County including Bolam Lake, Tyne 
Riverside Park, Hirst Park in Ashington, Gallacher Park in Bedlington and 
Ridley Park in Blyth.  Improvements to the cafe and a camping area were 
also planned for Druridge Bay.  Nine parks in the County had won gold 
flag awards. 

● In terms of the Local Transport Plan, an extra £7.5m Government funding 
had been provided.  This was to be spent on resurfacing works within 
industrial estates, improving road conditions and the replacement of cattle 
grids.  

● Following the “Beast from the East” 60,000 new defects were reported on 
the County’s roads.  It was hoped that improvements had been seen in 
respect of pothole repairs with square patches provided where possible. 
The Working Group was advised of comments on social media regarding 
recent repairs at Burnside at Bedlington Station and the standard of the 
repair would be checked.  It was felt that on occasions whilst the response 
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time had been improved repairs were not lasting.  The need for repairs to 
be undertaken quickly once reported was highlighted and P Johnson, 
Executive Director of Local Services agreed that an information sheet on 
timings/ reasons / and techniques be provided for Town and Parish 
Councils (T&PCs) so that they know what to expect when repairs are 
requested.  It was also requested that links to you-tube be provided on 
road surfacing techniques be included. It was confirmed that the jet 
patching machines that had been purchased were still being used when 
pot holes were required to be repaired quickly and were also used for 
gritting during the winter period. It was also clarified that micro surface 
dressing to concrete roads within estates were done on a priority basis 
and P Jones would speak to Councillor Dunn outside of the meeting 
regarding issues in her area.  

● The first verge cut of the year was nearing completion, however the wild 
flower sections had been left.  In respect of issues with differences in 
verge cutting due to previous District Council regimes he advised that 
areas should now receive the same level of service.  

● In respect of additional car parking provision in towns and the declaration 
of the climate change emergency, it was explained that additional spaces 
were still required due to the rural nature of the County and the lack of bus 
services in order to encourage people to shop in towns.  Additional car 
parking at Morpeth Station was also being provided in order to encourage 
more use of trains.   Additional rapid electric vehicle charging points would 
also be provided.  In respect of additional car parking at Amble he advised 
that issues related to land acquisition had held this up but progress was 
being made.  In response to a question regarding the impact on the 
County’s residents with the proposals for congestion charges being 
implemented in Newcastle it was confirmed that a response had been 
provided to the consultation and the impacts of any decision was also 
being discussed at North of Tyne combined authority level.  The 
importance of the reintroduction of trains on the Northumberland Line was 
also highlighted in light of the possibility of Arriva no longer providing 
services directly into the city centre.   In respect of the temporary car 
parking arrangements in Newbiggin being made permanent P Jones 
advised that monitoring of the use being made of the temporary 
arrangements was being undertaken in order to feed the information into a 
business case.  In respect of a question regarding the reclassification of 
Newbiggin as a town it was clarified that classification was based on 
national criteria. 

● In relation to the volume and speed of traffic going through villages on the 
A697 it was confirmed that speed enforcement was now being undertaken 
in some locations and a meeting was to be held with Millfield Parish 
Council later in the year to discuss the issue further. 

● An update would be provided to all T&PCs on the provision of 20 mph 
limits in the vicinity of schools within the County. 

 
P Jones, Service Director - Local Services provided information as follows:- 
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● A Town and Parish Working Group had been established to look at Local 

Services and Planning with a work programme agreed and activities 
scoped.   Local Services issues considered included:- 

 
Event fund arrangements - changes to the way in which traffic 
management and refuse collections would be provided to events within the 
County had been discussed.  The view had been that a transition 
arrangement was required for this year and since June 2019 12 
applications had been made for assistance with funds released to help 
facilitate the events.  It was confirmed that from 2020/21 event 
management would need to look at facilitating and paying for these 
services themselves. 
Service enhancements - clearer documentation would be provided in 
order to make the process more transparent. 
Volunteering activities -  any volunteering was welcomed with a lot being 
undertaken in communities in respect of litter picking.  It was hoped this 
could be broadened to include some maintenance of highways in 30 mph 
areas i.e. cleaning road signs etc. 
 
In respect of Planning he advised that Rob Murfin the new Director of 
Planning, was to look at guidance and training to be provided to T&PCs 
along with their involvement in consultations regarding S106 contributions, 
affordable housing and pre-application discussions.  
 
The Group would meet monthly and feedback would be provided through 
the Town and Parish Liaison Working Group and NALC.  S Rickitt advised 
that R Murfin had attended the last NALC County Committee and his input 
had been well received and the direction of travel applauded.  It was 
suggested that he be a key speaker at the Conference in October. 
 

● The partnership agreements were working well in the South East with new 
five year partnership agreements renegotiated with Blyth, Ashington, 
Seaton Valley and Cramlington Councils which provided tailored services 
to each area.  Local Services would be happy for further dialogue with 
other areas. 

 
● Major flood schemes had been undertaken in Haltwhistle and Ovingham 

and it was hoped that following work on surface water within Morpeth full 
flood defence work would all be in place by the end of the year. Work was 
underway with the Environment Agency in respect of protecting the 
industrial estate in Hexham.  Work had also commenced on Seahouses 
Pier and it was hoped this would be completed by the start of winter this 
year.  A Wallace advised that the fishermen in the town had been able to 
contribute their views on this scheme and this had been very well received 
and welcomed by them. 

 
● Whilst it had been a reasonably mild winter, a large amount of winter 

treatments had been undertaken with 22 tonnes of salt used and he 
acknowledged the good efforts and thanked the teams involved .  The fleet 
was continually being refreshed with additional salt storage provided. 
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Strategically placed grit bins which met the criteria for their provision were 
checked and filled annually with top-ups provided as and when necessary. 
Additional bins could be purchased by T&PCs or local Councillors at a 
cost of £250 one off cost for the bin and 2 fills and additional fills provided 
at a cost of £125 for 3 fills after this.  This information would be provided to 
all T&PCs.  

 
● The replacement of LED street lights was nearing completion with an 

expected handover in August following the snagging checks.  T&PCs were 
asked to report any areas which had not been converted or any repairs 
required so these could be rectified during the warranty period.  The 
energy consumption for street lighting had been greatly reduced and the 
savings had been better than anticipated.  

 
● New seasonal working hours had commenced for grass cutting and weed 

spraying operatives which were working well.  Due to the treatment that 
was now required to be used it was explained that growth had to be 
present before spraying could commence.  It could take 7 days for 
treatment to work and blue dye was included to identify areas which had 
been treated. 

 
● The Council was advised that £65,000 funding had been awarded for high 

street community clean ups for towns in March 2019, the downside being 
that there had only been one week to spend the funds.  Work had been 
undertaken in conjunction with the Town Councils in order to facilitate this. 
Some funding had been retained to purchase grabbers etc which could be 
used to help other community groups across the County and T&PCs were 
encouraged to get in touch with Local Services should local groups require 
this type of equipment. 

 
● The Love Northumberland Awards which encouraged individuals and 

groups to take pride in their County and get involved in their local 
communities was taking place again this year with an Awards Ceremony 
to be held at Alnwick Gardens. 

 
6. NCC Waste Strategy Review 
  

The report attached at Appendix A provided information on the work being 
undertaken by NCC in order to review and update the Northumberland 
Municipal Waste Strategy 2003-2020.   Details were provided of visits to the 
recycling plant by T&PCs to understand what happened to the contents of the 
blue bins.  It was confirmed that the Council would be happy to promote the 
use of returnable/recyclable materials with local businesses in 
Northumberland.  It was further clarified that the Council only collects items 
which could be recycled in this Country and did not collect materials to ship to 
other countries for disposal.  In response to concerns regarding confusion over 
what could be recycled, it was stated that detailed leaflets of items which could 
be recycled and where, were included in every council tax bill in the County. 
Councillor Sanderson advised that the purpose of the review was to improve 
what we were doing already. 
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7. Update from NALC 
 

S. Rickitt provided information as follows:- 
 

● It was hoped that a similar type of liaison working group could be set up 
between the T&PCs and the North of Tyne Combined Authority (NOT) to help 
them understand how working together could benefit communities. The newly 
elected Mayor of NOT was to attend the NALC AGM in September and S 
Rickitt hoped to be able to attend most NOT Scrutiny meetings.  

● The progress of Borderlands would be monitored. 
● A second census of T&P Councillors had been undertaken to understand their 

commitments and any crossover between former districts councils to current 
local councils.   Information would be provided on the NALC website. 

● Training had been provided on Standards by Liam Henry and Helen Lancaster 
which had been welcomed and he thanked them for their input.  

● He highlighted a training session on VAT for T&PCS in September which it 
was important to attend and reminded those present that there was no VAT 
threshold for T&PCs. 

● A crime survey was to be undertaken to ascertain perceptions regarding the 
increase of vandalism and local theft. 

● Changes made to auditing practices implemented in the previous year seem to 
be working this year. 

● Anyone T&PC wishing to receive the E-news should contact him. 
 
8. Update on North of Tyne Devolution 
 

P Johnston, Executive Director of Place provided an update on the NOT 
following the appointment of the newly Elected Mayor.   He advised that a 
Mayoral Development Corporation was to be created however policies and 
priorities of the new Combined Authority would need to be agreed by its 
Cabinet.   The priorities as set out in 2017 had been to create 10,000 jobs over 
30 years; create an additional £1b in goods and services and to bring in £2b 
private investment in the area.  
 
A substantial sum of funding had been identified for Northumberland and work 
was being undertaken with communities to develop projects to take forward for 
growth in the business sector; digital/new technology; offshore energy; 
improvements to health and to make it an inclusive economy with access to 
jobs and skills for its residents.  It was hoped that themes would be identified 
for investment with schemes being brought forward by communities.   It was 
expected that business growth would be clean and would be operated in a 
sustainable manner.  
 

9. Update on Borderlands Initiative 
 

Following an announcement of funding of £345m the Heads of Terms 
Agreement was being considered by the UK Government and Scottish 
Government with a hope this would be signed before the Scottish Government 
took their summer break.  No details were available at present.  It was 
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expected that a large proportion of funding would come to Northumberland if 
Business Cases were made to support this investment with opportunities for 
other projects also.  It was hoped this would narrow the productivity gap and 
increase numbers in work.  It was expected that themes would reflect those of 
the NOT.  It was expected that Northumberland would administer grants made 
by the UK Government and Dumfries on behalf of the Scottish Government. 
 

10. Urgent Business 
 

It would be clarified if the revision to the Charter had been signed by the 
Leader of the Council.  
 
The Conference was in the early stages of planning and information would be 
provided at the next meeting.  
 
An updated “who’s who” would be provided to T&PCs in due course. 
 

 
Date of Next meeting:  Thursday 12 September at 11.00 am 
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