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1. Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from A Barrell, T Cessford and T Hood. 
 

2. Notes of Previous Meeting  
 

The notes of the previous meeting held on Thursday, 1 February 2018 were 
received.  
 
In response to questions it was stated that: 
 

● Spraying of weeds had commenced that week; 
 

● Approximately 80% of the street lighting programme was complete, however, 
where there were issues where further works were still required, some areas 
would be revisited. The programme was being revised to reflect that. 
 
S Rickett referred to page 5, the Data Protection Bill, and advised that the 
government would be tabling an amendment to say all Town and Parish 
Councils were not required to have a separate data protection officer. 
Nationally, there was a template of the form for completion and this had been 
sent out to all T&PCs to upload to their websites. 
 
J Rose advised that the working group to review the Parish Council Elections 
in May 2017, as referenced on page 4, had been established and was 
scheduled to meet for the first time on 14 June. 
 

3. Local Services Update/Parking Action Plans 
 

 Councillor G Sanderson, Cabinet Member for Environment and Local 
Services, asked members to consider the possibility of holding meetings of the 
working group in varying locations across the County. 

 
He introduced Paul Johnston, the Interim Executive Director of Place, who was 
in attendance with Greg Gavin, Head of Neighbourhood Services and David 
Laux, Head of Technical Services.  A number of issues were raised and an 
update was provided as follows:  
 

● Road damage, primarily potholes, caused by extreme weather conditions was 
currently being tackled. NCC had allocated an extra £420,000 in funding for 
repairs and there was extra government funding, but it was not clear if that 
would be enough. An appeal for more funding would be made to the minister 
in central government but, because the problem was widespread throughout 
the country, it was doubtful that Northumberland would be considered as a 
special case. 

 
● Work on grass verges would start soon and would be carried out on the same 

basis as last year.  Some verges would be left uncut and officers had liaised 
with conservation groups in that regard. Grass cutting would also commence 
soon. 
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● Last year there had been issues with weed control, due to inconsistencies with 
sub-contractors, so work would now be carried out in-house.  Non toxic blue 
dye, visible on hard surface areas, to identify which areas had been sprayed 
had been introduced. 

 
● Consultants had been asked to carry out an extensive piece of work on car 

parking in the 4 mains towns of Hexham, Morpeth, Berwick and Alnwick.  They 
had found there was a serious lack of capacity and 4 action plans had been 
produced in consultation with the T&PCs, residents and chamber of trade. 
Parking enforcement would also be improved and further consultation would 
take place in a year’s time to see if any different action was required.  Officers 
were also looking into parking at Morpeth and Alnmouth train station. 

 
S Rickett submitted Councillor Hood’s apologies and raised the following 
issues on his behalf to which responses were provided: 
 

● Bus timetables -  
It was noted that currently 35 T&PCs had expressed an interest in the roll out 
of updated timetables, maps etc and NCC were in the process of providing 
support packs and obtaining additional keys for distribution.  If other T& PC’s 
wished to participate they should contact Janice Rose.   Some wording would 
be prepared for the T&PC newsletter and progress would be reported back to 
a future T&PC Liaison Group.  
 
A member raised concerns about the large number of timetables in Corbridge 
and rumours that NCC would only service 4 timetables.  J Rose said she did 
not have that information to hand, she would need to check it out and report 
back.  In response to comments that updated timetables could be found 
online, the member stated that signal was not always available in the area and 
some people did not own smartphones.  He felt this could also be detrimental 
to tourism. 
 

● Street Lighting - 
NCC was currently working with contractors for them to finish off all works and 
it was noted that detailed consideration was being carried out regarding 
outstanding works. There were some issues to be followed up in order to 
revise the programmee. It was agreed that an update be provided to S Rickett 
to forward to T&PC’s as soon as possible. 
 

● Parking in villages - 
A consultation had been carried out and responses considered on the main 
towns parking issues. Work was being undertaken in a number of villages in 
conjunction with Parish Councils.  It was noted that any T&PC that wished to 
discuss parking problems in their area could approach NCC and officers would 
meet them on site to see what help could be offered.  It was emphasised that 
the T&PC would need to put this in writing to NCC.  
 
In response to comments it was stated that no decisions had been made 
regarding multi-storey car parks but all options would be considered. Following 
questions about the number of Enforcement Officers employed by NCC and 
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the number of prosecutions in the last few months, it was stated that further 
information regarding parking enforcement would be distributed to T&PCs. 
 

● Cemeteries - 
Once NCC had received confirmation from S Rickett that information regarding 
all cemeteries was complete and correct, officers would liaise with T&PCs.  It 
was suggested that T&PCs could attend a training event on cemetery 
management which was being organised for NCC staff.  It was agreed that 
would be extremely beneficial. 

 
In summary, the chair referred to meetings of the Town and Parish Liaison 
Working Group rotating around the County which had been mentioned earlier 
in the meeting and members agreed it was a good idea. 

 
4.  Consultation on the Refreshed Functional Hierarchy and Resilient Road 

Network 
 
Paul Johnston, Interim Executive Director of Place, introduced the above 
report which informed members about the consultation that was taking place 
with County Councillors, Town and Parish Councils and other key stakeholders 
on a periodic review of the Council’s functional road hierarchy (a copy of the 
report is attached to the official notes of the meeting).  
 
The Head of Technical Services said it was important to take into account the 
uses of roads and the consultation provided an opportunity for T&PCs to have 
an input in that regard.  Once the consultation was complete, the road 
classifications would be revised on the Council’s website and it was hoped that 
would be complete by September. 
 
Requests were made for specific information as to how each road had been 
classified and whether the primary use could be shown (for example tourism or 
industry); and for for NCC to provide T&PCs with the existing status of roads, 
or to identify roads which were proposed to have a significant change in 
status. It was pointed out that would be very complicated as routes could have 
a variety of uses and there was a different set of classifications and descriptors 
between the old and proposed hierarchies.  Officers would consider what 
information could be provided about the existing status of roads on the 
hierarchy. 
 
It was noted that different classifications were described within the code of 
practice so there was some guidance available. 
 
It was agreed that information about the consultation would be disseminated in 
the T&PC newsletter. 
 
 RESOLVED  that  
 
(i) T&PCs be encouraged to consider and respond to the consultation; 
(ii) information about the consultation be disseminated in the T&PC 

newsletter.  
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5. Update on North of Tyne Devolution/Borderlands 
 

Janice Rose, Economic and Inclusion Policy Manager, updated members on 
the current position regarding the North of Tyne Devolution deal, stating that 
NECA had voted 6 to 4 in favour of the deal (with 1 abstention) for the 3 local 
authorities to leave NECA and reshape on the basis that a new ‘North of Tyne’ 
combined authority be established.  It was now up to the Secretary of State to 
look at the consultation, the governance review and evidence of the statutory 
test and consider all of the feedback and information to consider if he felt there 
was sufficient weight for the new authority to be established.  If his decision 
was positive it would be up to Parliament to pass a third order to make the 
devolution deal.  It was assumed that would happen in May or early June and 
the process would be established for 2 new authorities to be in place by early 
July.  There was a process to follow to make sure there was an individual 
representative to meet all of the mayors and take part in discussions regarding 
the interim mayor and how the new authority would operate. 
 
In response to questions the following information was provided: 
 
● It was confirmed that S Rickett could attend meetings of the NCC 

Devolution Working Group. 
● With regard to a request for a T&PC seat on the Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee of the new authority, the 3 authorities, collectively, had not 
agreed what overview and scrutiny arrangements were needed apart from 
the statutory ones.  However, the request would be referred to Cabinet for 
consideration so that NCC could clarify its opinion on the matter and provide 
an update to S Rickett. 

 
Ms Rose  then provided a powerpoint presentation to update members on the 
Borderlands Growth Deal, a copy of which would be filed with the official notes 
of the meeting.  The presentation provided background information and listed 
areas of opportunity; challenges; the unique growth deal; the Borderlands 
vision; the proposition; governance and accountability and gave details of the 
next steps. 
 
Information was provided and answers to questions included the following: 
 
● With regard to governance structures, the aim was to provide a robust 

vehicle that protected the interests of the local authority partnership whilst 
being sufficiently agile to deliver the best impacts in the most efficient way. 
This was further complicated by the fact that there would need to be two 
accountable bodies that facilitated the distinction between Scottish and UK 
government financial inputs. 

● Within a Borderlands context, there was already strong evidence of 
cross-authority collaboration.  For example, the Council had worked with 
Scottish Borders Council on a project around the Union Chain Bridge near 
Berwick and the Chain Bridge Honey Farm which had resulted in securing a 
significant grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

● Reference was also made to the North of Tyne Local Fisheries Action 
Group which had been funded through the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund and involved 14 settlements.  It was stated that staff would 
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no longer be employed after March next year and a plea was made that the 
staff involved be considered for a place on this project, if available.  In 
response Ms Rose said a lot of the LEADER principles were being built into 
the Borderlands project which may be able to help in securing an extension 
for the Group particularly as there were equivalents on the Scottish side.  

 
6. Local Plan Update 

 
Paul Johnston, Interim Executive Director of Place, said members would be 
aware that officers had been working for some time on the Local Plan 
following the withdrawal of the Core Strategy.  Officers had been working hard 
on a schedule to provide the required timetable and it was estimated that the 
Local Plan would be adopted by March 2020.  Work was being done to 
shorten the timetable further but that would depend on the complexity of 
responses received to the consultation. 
 
Joan Sanderson,  Senior Planning Manager - Planning Policy said that 
following withdrawal of the Core Strategy the Council had resolved to produce 
one plan instead of two which would reduce the time significantly. The plan 
period had also been changed to run from 2016 - 2036. Updates were 
currently being made to the existing evidence base and work was being 
carried out with internal and external partners on evidence based studies. 
Officers were liaising with  Neighbourhood Plan groups to ensure consistency. 
 
The Spring 2018 Local Plan spatial survey consultation had ended on 2 May 
which sought views on preferred locations for housing and employment as well 
as key issues the Local Plan should address.  Figures extracted from 26 April 
showed there had been over 2,500 hits on the system; over 500 people had 
registered their details; just under 1,000 houses had been placed on the map; 
over 250 users had filled out key issues and approximately 220 had made 
additional comments.  It was the first time an on-line survey had been used 
and 75% of people responding had given positive feedback.  Officers were 
currently analysing the results and feedback from the survey would be 
provided in July along with the consultation on the Draft Northumberland Local 
Plan. 
 
The Draft Local Plan would go through the committee process in June and, 
following the consultation period, officers would be looking at all 
representations received to see if any amendments were needed.  Officers 
were looking to publish the publication draft Local  Plan in January 2019. 
 
In response to comments the Senior Planning Manager - Planning Policy 
confirmed that the Local Development Scheme had been published on the 
Council’s website and agreed to email T&PCs in that regard.  S Rickett added 
that he would also add it into the T&PC newsletter. 
 
With regard to discussions with neighbourhood plan groups, emails would 
have been sent to the lead organisation which meant that neighbouring 
T&PCs may not have been drawn in. 
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